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Final 

Delaware Veterans Post # 1 

General Membership Meeting 

August 7, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order by Commander Bob Onorato at 19:30 hours.                                 

All cell phones were silenced, and hats removed. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was rendered by all attendees. 

The Commander provided a brief update on the status of the baseball team. Our team has 

won the state tournament by beating Stahl Post and will be leaving to play in the regional 

playoffs. 

Previous General Membership Meeting Minutes – The Commander asked the Secretary 

to read the minutes from the previous General Membership Meeting on July 3, 2024. 

A motion was made by Bob Morris to dispense with the reading of the minutes as they 

have been published to the membership, seconded by Gerry Stauffer, passed by a voice 

vote. 

Previous E-Board Meeting Minutes 7/24/24 – The Commander asked the Secretary to 

read the minutes from the July 24th, Regular E-Board meeting. 

The Secretary read the minutes from the meeting. 

The Commander opened the floor for questions: 

Bob Morris made a correction to the minutes regarding old business: The five chairs that 

were reordered have been delivered unbeknownst to Bob. 

There were no further questions from the membership. 

Gerry Stauffer made a motion to accept the minutes as read, seconded by John Squire, 

and passed by a voice vote. 

Treasurers Report – Michael Janes reviewed the monthly financial report for June. 

Michael stated that the Post had a total income of $74,871.86. Our total cost of goods was 

$9,604.79 for a gross profit of $65,267.07. Our total expenses were $61,233.90. Our net 

income for the month was $4,228.17. Year to date we are at a positive $64,174.49. 
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The Commander asked for any questions regarding the Treasurers report. Jim Brannon 

made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Ron Gower, and passed by a 

voice vote. 

Committee Reports 

 Vice Commander – John Pastor – No report. 

 Executive Board – John Pastor – President Pastor thanked the EBoard members for 

all of their hard work for the Post. 

 

 Finance Committee – Bob Morris – Bob stated that our accounts are in the process 

of being balanced. Bob thanked the honor Guard for submitting their expense 

report for the pig roast and Vince Vandenbrak for setting up the Phillies game trip. 

 

 Home Inc. – Jim Brannon – No report. 

 

 By Laws Committee – Mark Schilling – Mark stated that he would address the 

proposed by law change under old business. 

 

 Bar Committee – Brian Thomas – Brian stated that the bar committee will be 

looking to hire another bartender to fill the afternoon shifts. 

 

 Chaplain – Randy Scott – Sean Mclaren filling in for the Chaplain stated that there 

will be an update on Bob Edelman under good of the order. 

 

 Veteran Affairs – Rick Rambo – The Commander reporting for Rick noted the 

following report: 

o Rick stated that he is a member of the Health Committee which deals with the 

Veterans home in Milford. The homes capacity is set for 140 persons but is 

currently at 70 persons. Work is being done to try and bring the capacity to a 

higher number. 

o On July 22nd, there was a Veterans summit that was hosted by Senator Tom 

Carper. The topic was Loan Sharking. 

o On July 29th, there was a Governors bill signing for all of the bills recently 

passed. 

o Rick reviewed the upcoming schedule for the Commission. 
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 Entertainment – Vince Vandenbrak  - not present: This Friday is Country Line 

Dancing and Nancy’s game night scheduled for Saturday night has been canceled. 

 

 Rentals – John Descioli – John reported that there are 18 events scheduled for the 

hall in August.  

 

 WACS – Lauren Cullumber – Diane Onorato reported for Lauren that the WAC’s 

are off for the summer. Their first meeting will be in September. 

 

 Kitchen – Andie Chernekoff – Andie reported that the café will be open on Tuesday 

August 13th from 4 – 7. Andie informed all persons that work in the kitchen that 

there are new certification forms that need to be filled out by all kitchen personnel. 

Andie also thanked the Honor Guard for the nice job they did cleaning the kitchen 

after the pig roast. 

 

 Pool – Shawn Coho – Sue Gorman for Shawn, no report. 

 

 Sports – The baseball team lost their first game and is now in the loser’s bracket. 

Their next game is tomorrow. 

 

 Grounds – Bill Carpenter – No report 

 

 In-House Committee – Chip Roop – No report 

 

 Membership – Jim Biddle reported:  

1st reads. 

PRESENT  

 

Associates 

None 

 

Veterans 

Logan E. Malloy – USAF/USA Active Duty 

Matthew J. Bonora - USA 

 John E. Handlin - USN 

Robert J. Parkinson – USA NG 

James W. Kedaris – USA 

Howard L. Green – USA NG 

John M. Taylor - USN 
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NOT PRESENT – 

 

Veterans 

 Raymond L. Kern – USA/Active Duty 

 Paul Swezey – USN/active duty 

 William DeJesus – USAF/Active Duty 

 Jarrit T. Kretzer – MM 

 Daniel Gillen - USN 

 

Associates 

 

2nd reads. 

PRESENT 

 

Associate 

 

Veterans 

Willaim J. Demko – USAF 

Arnold D. Tabor – USA NG 

Jennifer C. Fagan – USMC 

Bradley D. Weld - USA 

 

NOT PRESENT 

 Beatrice Litaker - USA 

 

 Progressive Raffle – Art Chernekoff – No report 

 Honor Guard – Vince Knoll – Vince thanked the Kitchen Staff for their assistance 

with the pig roast. Vince reported that the Honor Guard will be hosting an 

American Bandstand night on November 16th, details forthcoming. 

Scholarship – Mike Phillips – No report 

 

 Baseball – Mike Buono – Not present – Currently playing in the regionals. 

 

 Swim Team – Stephanie Coho – Not present. The season is over and the swim team 

had a successful season. 

 

 Public Relations – Florie Henry – No report. 
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 Welcoming Committee – Ed Brinkman – Ed asked all first reads to please meet in 

the far corner of the hall after the meeting. 

 

 Facilities Management – Harvey Freville – No report. 

 

 Toys for tots – Dave Acosta – Dave reported that the committee is working to get 

things ready to make this year’s race successful. The cost to participate is $25.00 

until the end of July and will increase after that to $40.00 by race time. Dave stated 

that the discount has been extended to August 17th. 

 

 Old Business – Mark Schilling presented a proposed By-law change for Section 3, 

letters A & B that deal with the timelines for By-Law changes. Mark reviewed the 

proposed changes and asked the membership if they had any questions. There were 

no questions. This constitutes the second read. 

 

 New Business – Mike Baldi donated several new flags to the Honor Guard that were 

from his closed JROTC unit. 

 

 Good of the Order –  

 

o Florie henry provided an update on the status of Bob Edelman who is in the 

hospital with serious medical issues. Florie stated that Bob was going to be 

moved to Wilmington hospital to begin rehabilitation which is expected to last 

for a lengthy period of time. On 8/25 there will be a beef & Beer held for the 

Edelman family to assist them with mounting medical bills. Several people 

complained that 170 tickets were sold and the event was not publicized yet they 

were not able to get tickets to the event. 

o The Commander noted that after the pool closes there will be a doggy dip. 

o Past Commander Harvey Freville stated that today is National Purple Heart 

day. Harvey noted that many service members lost limbs and their lives to be 

awarded this decoration. 

 

 50/50 – Tom Rentz won $160.00; Post received $160.00 from ticket purchases.  

 

The Commander asked the Sean MaClaren to recite DelVets prayer. 
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Taps were sounded. 

 

Motion was made by Bob Morris to adjourn the meeting, Gerry Stauffer seconded the 

motion, passed by voice vote. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 20:45 hours.  

Respectfully submitted by the Secretary Mark Schilling 


